3rd Quarter - 2019
Message from the SHS President
The 2020 Calendar will be available November 1, 2019 at the Sidney Town Office or stop by
the Historical Society and pick one up!
We are also looking for photographs for the 2021 calendar. If you have a photo you would
like to share contact me. We do not need to keep the photo. It can be scanned and returned
to you. Without your help there may not be a 2021 Calendar!
Our next regular membership meeting will be on Tuesday January 14th at 2 PM. There will
be cake! We would love to see you there. In case of SNOW the meeting will be held on
Tuesday the 21st of January.
Welcome to our newest member, Mr. Robert (Rusty)
Williams/Messalonskee High School.
Cliff Young
President SHS
sidneyhistorical@gmail.com

Atwood, class of 1969,
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*Do you know?
Early Sidney Men
Census and other records tell an interesting story of how Sidney has grown.







143 Men were taxed in Sidney in 1798
168 Men & widows are named in the 1800 Census
295 Men & widows are named in the 1810 Census
312 Men & widows are named in the 1820 Census
327 Men & widows are named in the 1830 Census
375 Men & widows are named in the 1840 Census

Between 1800 and 1810 the number of households nearly doubled. Growth appears slow
but steady after that. As insightful as these statistics may appear, we should keep in mind
what they don’t tell us. Such as –






The 1798 Property Tax list does not include the names of men that are living in
Sidney as laborers working for someone else.
The 1798 tax list does not assure us the men lived in Sidney since it includes some
names of proprietors who still owned land in Sidney but never lived here.
The census records do not give us the names of men working as hired labor.
The household measurement being used here does not tell anything about the
women, children, and single men living in Sidney.
The census records do not tell us if the household owned their property.

*Recurring feature by Nancy Lecompte
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Thomas and Lois Spencer Clark of Sidney, Maine, and their Descendants
By Janet Weymouth
Thomas Clark migrated from England to New Hampshire and then to
Vassalborough with his nephew Joseph Clark. He married Lois Spencer,
daughter of Moses and Lois Preble Spencer of South Berwick 16 November
1766 in Hallowell. They settled in Sidney soon after and their first child,
Joseph, was born 8 October 1767. He was the first male child born in Sidney.
They also had three daughters, Lois, Eunice and Abigail. Their home still
stands on the West River Road.

According to The Illustrated History of Kennebec County, by Henry D.
Kingsbury (Town of Sidney, p. 1036):
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“John Marsh built, in 1763, a saw mill and a grist mill on the east side of the
River Road, where the Bog Brook, since known as the Hastings Brook, crosses
it. These mills were both carried away by a freshet and an ice jam in 1774.
Thomas Clark, a pioneer, had two bags of meal in the mill. Despite the
warnings of all present, he brought one bag to a place of safety, and then,
saying his family needed that grist, rushed back into the mill, just as the
restless current resistless current bore him and it to destruction.”

This is what remains of the dam today.
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Thomas Clark left behind his widow Lois, as well as four young children –
Joseph Thomas Clark, age 7, Lois, age 5, Eunice, age 3, and Abagail, who,
depending on the death of her father, would have either been an infant or
perhaps not yet born.


Joseph Thomas Clark born 8 October 1767, m Sarah Pillsbury, daughter of
Thomas and Elizabeth Doe Pillsbury.



Lois Clark born 27 December 1769, m Samuel Ward, son of John and Mary Clapp
Ward.



Eunice Clark born 13 March 1771, m Isaac Cottle, Jr, son of Isaac and Rhoda
Manchester Cottle.

 Abagail Clark born 26 June 1774, m John Hammond , son of Jeduthan and Fear
Gifford Hammond.

On 30 December 1774 Joseph Clark of Vassalboro was named
administrator of the estate of Thomas Clark. This Joseph Clark remained in
Sidney until his death in 1782 or 1783. He was also an early pioneer of Sidney
and assumed to have travelled with Thomas Clark from New Hampshire to
settlements along the Kennebec River and then to Sidney in 1766. In his will,
dated 2 Sep 1782 and probated 11 March 1783, Joseph bequeathed:
“to my well beloved cusen, Joseph Clark of Vassalboro, a minor, all my Real
Estate and Personal, all and singular my lands, messuages and tenements to
be by him freely possessed and enjoyed. And I likewise make and ordain Loes
Clark of Vassalboro, widow and relick of Thomas Clarke, late of Vassalboro,
Deceased, my only and sole Executor of this my last will and testament.”
Because, in his will, Joseph refers to the minor son of Thomas as “my well beloved
Cusen”, it is logical to assume that the elder Joseph was a nephew of the late
Thomas Clark. It is important to note, however, that in the 17th and 18th centuries,
the word
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“cousin” was used in many wills, deeds, etc., to refer to any relative not a
brother, sister, son, or daughter. It seems very possible that the Sidney
pioneers, Thomas Clark and Joseph Clark could have been brothers; although,
at this time, this cannot be proven.

Lois (Spencer) Clark, widow of Thomas Clark, remarried in September of 1791
to Jeduthan Hammond. She was 42 at the time and Jeduthan was 53. Lois is
buried in the Clark-Goff Cemetery in Sidney, along with her only son, Joseph
Clark, his wife, and several of their children.
Joseph married Sarah Pillsbury 21 January 1791 and they had seven children:








Joseph Clark, Jr born about 1794
Thomas Clark, born about 1796, m. Ruth Cain
Samuel Clark, born about 1805, m. Julianne Poole
John M. Clark, born 1807, m. Olive Wright
Elmira/Almira Clark born 1811, m. Alfred Jackson
Jerome Clark born 1815, m. Mary Ann Cain, then Lucinda Cain
William L. Clark born 1818, m. Lucinda Cain
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At least two of the above have
descendants who are members of
the Sidney Historical Society.
They are Thomas and Samuel:
Thomas, who was born in 1797,
is the great great grandfather of
David and Sylvia Lyon, Beth
Golding, Arlene Toulouse, Janice
Mann, David Smith, Sharon
Griffith, Joyce Fuller, Janet
Weymouth, Carol Quinn and
Arlene Toulouse, all members of
SHS. And I’m sure there are
other descendants.
Samuel, born about 1805, is the 3rd
great grandfather of Steve Clark of
Scarborough ME. Steve has been
told this over the years:
“My great grandfather Samuel lived
in a farmhouse about a mile or so
below the church on the River Road.
I have been told at one time the
Clarks operated a brickyard close to
the farm. It is a one and a half story house, still standing. They also had several hay
storage barns down by the Kennebec. When the river was not frozen, he would hire
a small schooner to come up through the lock in the Augusta dam, and load up the
hay.
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They would take it to Boston to Haymarket Square. The story is that, after
selling the hay, he would have a big meal at Durgin Park, across from the
present Quincy Market. (And that was probably accurate, as Durgin Park
opened in 1828. ) As there were no local Augusta or Waterville banks that
would loan money to Sidney or Vassalboro farmers to get started, Samuel
Clark would loan them the cash, then with his own crews, he would cut and bail
the hay as a payback. Evidently this worked out profitably for him as my
grandfather inherited a bundle upon maturity. His wife wanted more of a ‘social’
atmosphere and convinced him to move to Waterville, but the generations of
Clarks continued to be buried in Sibley Cemetery in Sidney.”

Samuel Clark III and Annie Douglass Clark
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Thomas married Ruth Cain on 13 November, 1838. They had seven children,
three of which are the great grandparents of the SHS members listed above.
The oldest child, Alphonso Thomas, born in 1844, was the great grandfather
of David Lyon and Joyce Fuller.

Alphonso married Josephine Knowles, and they had one daughter, Mamie
A. She married Clyde H. Lyon.
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Alphonso was a farmer and a hay dealer. He shipped hay all over New
England. He would store hay in a barn located across the river in Vassalboro
next to the railroad tracks. When the market was a fair price, he would sell and
ship his hay to Boston via the railroad. The ferry from Sidney across the
Kennebec River to Vassalboro was very important to this business venture.

Sumner B. was born 12 Feb 1852. He married Jennie Wilbur and they had
three children: Lenora Maude, born 30 May, 1885, Leola Vivian, born 7 March
1887, and Cassius Wilbur, born 30 November 1891. They are the great
grandparents of Arlene Toulouse, Janice Mann, Carol Quinn and Janet
Weymouth.
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James B. was born in October of 1854. He married Hannah Tufts, and they
had two sons, Arthur Logan and Clyde Dell Clark. They are the great
grandparents of David Smith, Sharon Griffith, Beth Golding and Sylvia Lyon.

Hannah and James B. Clark
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Lois Clark, daughter of Thomas and Lois m. Samuel Ward. They had 8
children:

Elizabeth, born 30 Sep born 1788, m. Simeon Paine
Thomas Ward, born 20 Nov 1790, m. Hannah Foster
Lois Ward, born16 Feb 1792
Polly Ward, born 01 May, 1795, m. George Haley
Samuel Ward, born 19 Nov 1797
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Clapp Ward

Joseph T, Beriah, and Lois Woodward

Unice Ward, born 30 July 1802, m. Lemuel H. Woodward (our current president
Cliff Young is descended from this line.)
Clapp Ward, born 16 Feb 1805, m. Pattey Louisa Fletcher and they had 4
children. He then married Mary Drew Lyon. They had 9 children. One of those 9
children, Annie Elnora Ward, was a great grandmother of one of Sidney Historical
Society’s largest contributors, Stan Boynton.
Eunice Clark, third child of Thomas and Lois Clark, m. Isaac Cottle Jr had 4
children:





Isaac Cottle, m. Abigail Hinckley
Samuel Cottle, m. Caroline Fisher
Thomas Cottle
Eunice Cottle born 17 March 1867, m. Hezekiah C. Bean

Abigail Clark, last child of Thomas and Lois Clark born 26 June 1774, m. John
Hammond and they had 7 children:
 Jeduthan Hammond
 Eunice Hammond, born 29 March 1797, m. Isaac Stedman
 John Hammond, born 19 March 1801, m. Athiel Butler, then Martha
Pinkham
 Mehitable Hammond born 3 March 1803, m. Asa W. Ward
 Spencer Hammond born 3 March 1805
 Clark Hammond born 12 April 1807 m. Elmira _____
 Joseph Hammond born 25 Sep 1809, m. Sophronia Clark
Many of Thomas and Lois Spencer Clark’s descendants are still living in
Sidney and towns nearby. They treasure their family history and have been
active supporters of the Sidney Historical Society.
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Getting to School
By Simone Ayotte Kramer
These days getting to school means a big yellow vehicle will stop at your driveway and the doors will
snap open. The bus driver will say “good morning“, you will climb in and find a seat next to your
friend. The trip could be anywhere from ten to thirty minutes, depending on where your school is
located.
It was a whole lot different in the 1950s. The first “school bus” I remember on the West River Road
was a big box truck with a closed box on the back. The driver, Mr. Francis Clark, would stop at your
driveway, hop out, open the huge back doors, put a wooden box on the ground for a step and help
you in. Inside were benches around the perimeter for seating. The doors were closed and latched.
It was either dark and cold or damp and musty. Thankfully the trip was only two to five miles.
Anyone living within one mile of the school walked to school.
The next bus was a whole lot nicer. It was like a limo- white with red trim and four doors on each
side with windows that opened. The owner and driver was Mr. Roland Parks. His greeting was
always “hurry, get in.” It was a comfortable ride compared to the box truck. Neither one would
meet today’s standards but we felt lucky to be riding instead of walking.

Preserving our Past
Working with Joe Ferrannini of “Grave Stone Matters”, Beth Golding and other
volunteers restored and cleaned head stones at Quaker Cemetery, at Sidney,
Maine.

Before

After
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Presentations
The Separation of Maine from Massachusetts by Cliff Young
July 16, 2019

Unexpected DNA Results “Who’s the Baby Daddy”
A Personal Story by Amy Stevens
August 13, 2019

Ongoing Projects
1.
2.
3.
4.

Sidney Old Houses
Revolutionary War Soldiers of Sidney
Photos of Sidney Soldiers (All Wars)
SHS Cookbook/Stories of Sidney
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Operating Hours
Open Tuesdays
1 pm to 4 pm

Location
Sidney Grange
2986 Middle Road
Sidney, Maine 04330

Membership Updates
sidneyhistorical@gmail.com
Officers
President : Cliff Young
Vice President: Simone Kramer
Secretary: Peggi Loveless
Treasurer: Nancy Lecompte

At Large Members: Beth Golding, Jon Gammans and Susan Lauria
If you have something of interest you would like to submit for publication you can mail or
email it to sidneyhistorical@gmail.com
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News of Upcoming Events
Go to the SHS Website for more up to date information on events
www.Sidneyhistory.org
Upcoming Events:
October:
The Tiffany Chapel (corner of the Tiffany Road and the Goodhue Road) will be recognizing
the 1st anniversary of its listing on the National Register of Historical Places. Kent Somers,
church historian, will share some historical facts about the chapel.
23rd – FREE National Archives Virtual Genealogy Fair
November:
11th - Sidney’s annual Veteran’s Day Celebration will be held at the Grange Hall.

We’re on the Web
www.Sidneyhistory.org

