1st Quarter - 2019
Message from the SHS President
st

Our annual meeting was held on the 21 of January. We elected new (and some old) officers. Simone Kramer
was elected Vice-President, Peggi Loveless is the new Secretary. Nancy Lecompte and Cliff Young were reelected as Treasurer and President respectively. I want to thank you all for your willingness to serve in these
capacities through the next year.
We have constructed a display wall at the Historical Center separating the exhibit area from the
research/program area. Thanks go to Jon Gammans for the idea and most of the work.
In April we will be hosting Captain Jonathan Bratten, command historian of the Maine National Guard at
Camp Chamberlain. He will be presenting a program on the History of Camp Keyes in Augusta. Camp Keyes
th
has been used as a mustering/training area since before the Civil War. Please join us on April the 9 for this
special program.
Nancy Lecompte has agreed do a presentation in May on one of our Revolutionary War veterans. She with
the assistance of Sue Lauria (at large board member) have been researching all Revolutionary War veterans
who have connections to Sidney. Nancy will be doing a series of slide programs on these veterans. Mark
th
your calendar for May 14 .
th

Please don’t forget the Memorial Day Parade on May 27 . The Historical Society will be open, stop by and
see our veterans photographs, uniforms and memorabilia.
th

Our next regular membership meeting will be June 11 . We would love to see you there.
Cliff Young
President SHS
sidneyhistorical@gmail.com
In Memoriam:
Harry Potter, long time member of the Historical Society, passed away on December 21, 2018. Harry was born
in Caribou in but spent most of his life in Sidney. He was a member of the Sidney Masonic Lodge #53 for over
65 years.
Peter Johnson, long time member and former Treasurer of the Historical Society passed away on February 4,
2019. Peter grew up in Sidney, went to Sidney schools and graduated from Williams High School, Class of
1966, and received a Bachelor of Science in Education from the University of Maine at Augusta. He was a
long time member of Sidney Masonic Lodge #53. Peter was a Navy Veteran, serving during the Vietnam War
Era on board the USS Little Rock.
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Reverend William Addison Pitt Dillingham
The following article is a complete and accurate transcription of observations found in The Agriculture and Industry of the County of
Kennebec, Maine, with Notes Upon Its History and Natural History by Samuel L. Boardman, 1867. The 200 page book provides an
interesting study of conditions and practices of the time. Mr. Boardman also contributed to the content of The History of Kennebec County
by Kingsbury & Deyo, 1892 where Rev. Dillingham is further mentioned several times. Coming forward to this year of 2018, Fairview is
that property now owned by Robert and Diane Campbell where it surrounds the Town Office and SHS Headquarters at the Grange situated
at the corner of Middle and Blake Roads. Transcribed by Orland E. Bean, Nov. 2018

Fairview – Sidney
The estate of Hon. W. A. P. Dillingham is situated in Sidney, eight miles north of Augusta, on
the middle road leading through Sidney to West Waterville. It is in the centre of the town,
and commands one of the finest and most extensive views in the county. It is very properly
called “Fairview.” The home farm and a pasture three miles off, comprise about three
hundred and fifty acres, divided as follows: Mowing, 85; woodland, 150; pastures, 160;
orchard, 8; tillage, 15. The pastures include about seventy acres of woodland. There is also
on this farm a meadow of eight acres, well adapted to cranberry culture; and preparatory
steps have been taken for the introduction of cranberries upon it. The soil is a strong loam,
admirably adapted to grazing and orcharding. There is probably no farm in the county better
stocked with wood and timber than this. The growth consists of maple, birch and beech,
with some hemlock, and twelve acres of cedar. The orchards usually produce about one
thousand bushels of apples annually, partly grafted, and the balance natural fruit. In 1863
about two hundred barrels of grafted fruit were put up. The fences on this farm are of the
most substantial character, consisting of stone feet, iron posts and cedar rails. It has miles
of such fence. When built it cost about one dollar per rod.
The farm is well adapted to grass, although when the proprietor built his large barn in 1860,
his neighbors thought he must have more money than he could spend judiciously to put up
such an immense structure, that could never be one-half filled from the farm. Since then the
barn-room has been as fully used as convenience would allow. In order to keep up the
condition of the farm, leached ashes have been used freely every year, as a top-dressing.
The result has been favorable. In 1864 the farm yielded 100 tons of hay as it was weighed
when hauled from the field. In 1865 it gave 160 tons. Four hundred bushels of barley have
been harvested in one year on this farm. Potatoes and turnips have been grown to a
considerable extent.
Upon this farm is one of the largest, best-planned, and most thoroughly finished barns in the
county of Kennebec, and one of the best in the State. It is located in the rear of the dwelling
and stable, upon an elevated portion of the farm, and can be seen at a great distance from
all directions, forming a very pleasant and prominent object in the landscape. It was built in
1860. Its dimensions are – length, 100 feet; width, 52 feet; height of posts, 23 feet; from
bottom of cellar to ridge-pole, 60 feet; width of tie-up, 16 feet; width of barn floor, 14; width of
bay, 22 feet. There is a cellar under the building, averaging about 11 feet in the clear. The
basement is entirely and thoroughly built of granite: and granite posts in the cellar support
the posts above, and the doors in the basement have granite thresholds. The cellar
furnishes a receptacle for manure which comes down from the tie-up; and in addition to a
wide drive-way through the centre, it contains apartments for roots and swine. It is light,
well-ventilated, and has a hard, dry bottom. The first floor proper above the cellar has a tieup for cattle, 16 feet wide, on the south side of the barn, furnished with windows the entire
length, through which light comes in during the winter and wraps the cattle in a blanket of
sunshine, as they lie on the floor. During the summer the windows are furnished with rolling
blinds, which when closed make the tie-up too dark for flies to plague the cattle. It
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accommodates 30 head of cattle, which are secured with chains. It has three separate
compartments made by hard wood fences and gates: one part for bulls or calves, one for
oxen, and the other for cows. There is one arrangement in this tie-up which is of great value
and should be introduced into every barn in this county. It is this: a platform five feet wide
and extending the whole length of the tie-up, except across the doors, directly behind the
cattle, and raised about six inches, giving a dry and clean walk. In smaller barns this raised
platform could be two or three feet wide, and would be one of the greatest improvements
that could be introduced into our barns. The entrance to the main hay floor is in the west
end of the barn, over a firm granite drive-way about 60 feet long, rising at an angle of 23
degrees. A set of Fairbanks’ hay scales are in the floor; and every load of hay or grain is
weighed and registered as it is hauled in. This barn will contain 200 tons of hay and the
usual complement of grain, in unloading which the patent horse fork is used. There are
three yards for stock on the south side of the barn, in a warm, sheltered location. This large
and commodious structure cost nearly four thousand dollars.
Connected with this barn are two large sheds and a stable for horses. The stable is 36 by
40 feet, and will accommodate eight horses, stands on wide granite underpinning over a
stone cellar which furnishes cool quarters in summer and a warm home in winter for ten or
fifteen swine. There is also a colt stable and yard near the stable, with a floor on the ground.
Another adjoining shed for farming tools and repairing carts and the like has a granite cellar
which will hold several hundred bushels of potatoes, in which is placed a large “Mott’s boiler”
used for various purposes. It also has a pump which supplies the boiler with water for
cooking food for swine.
Many SHS readers will recognize this estate as being a portion of the former Ernst farm holdings which in recent memory supported huge
hilltop chicken barns, similarly recognizable from miles around. What more might be learned about the then huge cattle barn, or the life
and times of the several owners including Dillingham, Blake, Ernst, Campbell or earlier landowners? One place to look is the 1860 and
1870 Agricultural Census where it may be noted that many farm production quantities are compared and the Dillingham estate increased in
value from $2,000 to $8,500 in that period. -- OEB

1950s Newspaper Photo of the farm house.
Rev. W. A. P. Dillingham. William Addison Pitt Dillingham was born in Hallowell, Maine, September 4, 1824. His mother dying when he was but four,
and his father when he was but six years old, he and a younger sister entered the family of his father's eldest brother, Joseph Pitt Dillingham, a
merchant of Augusta, where he found a home until manhood. His early life was remarkable for its purity. The evil habits of his young associates never
seemed to have any influence over him. He was distinguished even in youth for the same noble and generous impulses and the same
conscientiousness and truthfulness which characterized him in after years. He pursued his studies in the public schools of Augusta, fitted for College,
and in the autumn of 1842 entered Waterville College. He remained there, however, but for a single term, when he left,—it is said, on account of the
close sectarian atmosphere then prevalent in the College, which he felt to be insupportable,—and went to Cambridge with the intention of entering
the Law School; but his interest in theological studies and his strong religious feelings finally decided him to enter the Divinity School, from which he
was in due time graduated. He was ordained in 1847, and first settled as a minister in Augusta among those with whom his early life was spent and
where his character and qualifications for the Christian ministry must have been well known. No higher honor can be conferred on a young clergyman
than a call to settle at home. He was married during his first settlement in Augusta, to Miss Caroline Townsend, of Sidney, Me., a woman worthy of him
and who departed this life about six months before him. From Augusta he removed to Dover, Me.; then to Portsmouth, N. H., then to Norridgewock,
Me., then back to Augusta for a second pastoral settlement, thence he removed to a farm he had purchased in Sidney, Me., then to Waterville, Me.; in
all these places preaching the Gospel with ability, fidelity and success.
In the year 1867, while living in Waterville, he withdrew his formal connection with our denomination and joined the Swedenborgians, towards whose
general views he had long been known to lean. In their connection he preached more or less for two or three years in various places, and last to a
congregation of that faith in Chicago. But he was not at home in the New Jerusa1em church, as it is called, nor did he find in it what he sought. That
was not the church to which by nature or culture he belonged, and he sought and found, with great joy, fellowship and a home in the church of his
early hopes and labors.
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In April, 1870, be decided to resume his ecclesiastical relations with Universalists, from whom be had never been alienated in spirit, and united with St.
Paul's church in Chicago, and at the same time addressed a letter to his friend, Rev. C. R. Moor, of Augusta, Me., in which he unfolded his mental
struggles, the travail of his soul and his plans and purposes for the future. This letter is characteristic of the man, frank, cordial, generous, full of kindly
feeling, breathing the most fervent piety and the sweetest charity. It is equally creditable to him and to the Universalist Denomination in which he
began and ended his ministry. In it he gives his reasons for thinking be should "be happier" and "more useful" among us than among any other
Christian peop1e. We quote a few sentences, to show how a good man, with a peculiar intellectual constitution and of a visionary and speculative turn
of mind, could drift out of our ranks for a while, and then voluntarily return to his first love, without any fundamental change of faith and without
losing the respect and esteem of his old associates; thus demonstrating the freedom and liberality of our ecclesiastical body.
Brother Dillingham said, in the letter referred to: "We have been separated denominationally for n few years, but never separated in affection, in our
desire for the heavenly life, nor in the offices of Christian charity, nor in respect for each other's convictions, nor in fundamental Christian doctrine . . .
If I should never preach again as a settled pastor, in private, secluded life, let it be my pleasure find honor to be called once more a Universalist, only
let me live 'nearer my God to Thee,'—as the Father in Heaven, who, in the dispensation of the fullness of time will gather together all things in One,
even in Christ, the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world. . . . Words from the surface of my mind, at times, may have expressed doubts
about the future state of those who go into the invisible realm without furnishing evidence of regeneration commenced; but in the depth of my
rational convictions and of my inmost soul, the faith of the great apostle that the Lord Jesus Christ shall reign till all things are subdued unto him that
God may be all in all—this faith has been the underlying basis of every sweet and holy experience in the divine life, like an immovable rock, sometimes
submerged, but always there. I never preached the eternity of the hells nor any doctrine inconsistent with the divine benevolence, and I never heard
Universalism or Universalists attacked or spoken of in derogatory terms as to their moral influence by some New Church people, without putting in a
square defence of those whom I knew only to respect, and who had treated me with consideration beyond my deserts. And yet I acted honestly when I
united with the New Church. I desired to find a people more spiritual than I was myself, than my old associates were, and I did think or hope to find
greener fields, purer waters, more heavenly manna, than I had known as a Universalist. . . . But better people, more conscientious, or more spiritual, or
earnest, or intelligent, or tolerant, I have not found, than those I left. An honest confession is good for the soul. I am persuaded I shall be happier as a
Universalist, with the "rights, privileges, freedom and blessings of the Denomination in which I was cherished in my youth, by which I was rolled into
the Christian ministry, from which I was reluctantly dismissed at my own request, and to which again the warmest words have invited me."
While Mr. Dillingham lived in Waterville he entered the arena of politics, and for two years (1864 and 1865) he represented the town in the Legislature,
for the latter year being Speaker of the House of Representatives. He was a Trustee of the Agricultural College of Maine. At one time also he held an
appointment as Financial Agent of the general government of the United States. In all these positions of honor and responsibility, he was always
honest and faithful in the discharge of all his duties. "Nothing approaching a suspicion to the contrary was ever breathed against him," (says Rev. C. R.
Moor, in the funeral address from which we have largely quoted), "and the amount of secular business which he had on his hands at different times,
would have thoroughly secularized many of those clergymen who do not now seem to know the actual meaning of the word business, had the same
rested on them. Ah, it would have secularized him, but for the natural drift of his religious feelings and his habits of religious meditation and devotion.
These kept the fires of religious life burning at the centre of his being in no ordinary degree. He was uncommonly reverent even for a clergyman of any
church. His piety was spontaneous, warm, gushing, often overflowing. If those who appreciated and loved him best, regretted any of the changes and
seeming inconsistencies of his life, no person who had the least right to judge him, by virtue of any knowledge of his character, ever, for a moment
doubted his sincerity or questioned his honesty of purpose."
As preacher and pastor Mr. Dillingham endeared himself to many hearts. He impressed his hearers with the idea of his perfect sincerity. He was
emotional in a very large measure. Few men were ever more, or as gifted in prayer. Few men ever had better qualities for a public speaker. With a tall,
dignified, imposing presence, and a voice of extraordinary compass, richness and power, his speech was impressive and effective.
He had returned to his former home and farm in Sidney, Me., and had engaged to preach once on each Sabbath in that town, and also in the adjacent
village of West Waterville, and was entering with great ardor and energy into the religious work before him, when he was suddenly stricken down with
acute pneumonia. When told on the morning of the day on which he died (April 22, 1871) that he must pass away, he looked up with one of his
sweetest smiles and inquired: "How long will it be before the change comes?" When told that it would come in a few hours, he smiled again, and
replied, "So very soon?" Not long after he asked: "Who will take care of the Cause?" "What cause?" said one of the sons. "The Cause of Universalism
here," he replied. And then he breathed his life back to him who gave it.
Thus he ended his mortal career in the 47th year of his age, and in the meridian of his strength, leaving two sons and a daughter, by whom and by
many, many more his memory will be kept green; and the influence of his life will remain among the active forces which shall at last triumph over all
evil.
Source: http://www.uudb.org/register/1872.html

Donald O. Lagace Jr. of Sidney Promoted to Brigadier General Maine Army National Guard
Congratulations!

Maine Army National Guard Photo by Sgt. Jarod Dye | Source: Bangor Daily News
The Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Douglas A. Farnham, passes the Army flag and along with it, the responsibilities of the Assistant Adjutant GeneralArmy to newly promoted Brig. Gen. Donald O. Lagace, Jr. Lagace conducted his transfer of authority in front of senior staff, representatives from across
the Maine National Guard, and his family March 2, 2019 at Camp Chamberlain Augusta, Maine.
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*Do you Know?
Early Sidney Men
Do You Know-who was living in or near Vassalboro in 1766?
55 Men Signed a Petition Asking for a Grist Mill
to be Constructed on the Stream Leading From Webber Pond.
James Bacon
Moses Bickford
Samuel Bradock
Daniel Bragg
Charles Brann
Richard Burke
Josiah Butterfield
Joseph Carter
Thomas Clark
Joseph Clark
Uriah Clark
David Clark
James Clark
Beriar Door
Jonathan Dyer
Lewis Fairbrother
Isaac Farewell
Bunker Farewell
Isaac Farewell Jr

Ebenezer Farewell
Philip Faught
Frederick Faught
Antony Faught
Dennis Getchell
John Getchell
Nehemiah Getchell
Samuel Getchell
Seth Greele
David Hancock
Matthew Hastings
Moses Hastings
Aaron Healy
James Hill
John Huston
James Huston
James Hutchinson
Charles Jackson
Noah Kidder

John Marsh
Nat.Mary
Nathan Moor
Collins Moor
Ezekiel Pattee
Manuel Smith
David Spencer
Isaac Spencer
Moses Spencer
John Stone
David Strandley
John Simpson
John Taylor
Daniel Townsend
Charles Webber
John White
Bennett Woods

*Recurring feature by Nancy Lecompte
These men are of legal age (21, so born before 1745) and should be property owners at the time they signed this petition. It is possible some of these
men lived in other towns near enough to Vassalboro to benefit from a grist mill located in Vassalboro, but most should be Vassalboro residents. Now
we need to determine which side of the river they settled.

Ongoing Projects
1.
2.
3.
4.

Sidney Old Houses
Revolutionary War Soldiers of Sidney
Photos of Sidney Soldiers (All Wars)
SHS Cookbook/Stories of Sidney

We are collecting veterans’ pictures and information.
We have 100 pictures so far.
Come see our Sidney veterans display.
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Operating Hours
Open Tuesdays
1 pm to 4 pm

Location
Sidney Grange
2986 Middle Road
Sidney, Maine 04330

Membership Updates
sidneyhistorical@gmail.com

Officers
President : Cliff Young
Vice President: Simone Kramer
Secretary: Peggi Loveless
Treasurer: Nancy Lecompte
At Large Members: Beth Golding, Jon Gammans and Susan Lauria

If you have something of interest you would like to submit for publication you
can mail or email it to sidneyhistorical@gmail.com
Upcoming Events
April 9th – 2:00pm at the SHS, CPT Jonathan Bratten, “History of Camp Keyes”
May 14th – 2:00 pm at the SHS, Nancy Lecompte, “Revolutionary War Soldier of Sidney”
Go to the SHS Website for more up to date information on events www.Sidneyhistory.org

We’re on the Web
www.Sidneyhistory.org

